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Dear members of Japan FOR and friends:
Thank you for inviting me to be here with you at the 90" JFOR Annual Conference and
learn from your work.
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In May 2016 the German Mennonite Peace Committee has awarded its “"Michael-Sattler-
Peace-Prize™ to a peace initiative from Nigeria. Two representatives — a Muslim and a
Christian — came to Germany on behalf of CAMPI, the Christian-Muslim Peace Initiative,
initiated by the Church of Brethren which in Nigeria is called Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a Nigeria
(EYN). The prize was awarded to honor CAMPI “s witness to the Gospel and its message of
nonviolence, and as encouragement for continued Christian-Muslim cooperation in the face
of violence, expulsion and terror.
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The northern part of Nigeria where CAMPI is working has been affected by drought,
corruption and Boko Haram terrorism. Christians as well as their Muslim neighbors had to
flee from the terror spread by Boko Haram. No one who doesn 't succumb to the radical
interpretation of the Qur’an Boko Haram claims to teach can live in safety.
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The EYN Church has been affected seriously. Before Boko Haram turned to its violent fight,
there were 63 EYN church districts. Now, only six are left. Two-thirds of church members
have fled, seeking safety in camps for internally displaced persons (IDP) or with friends
and family further South. Many people have disappeared - of the 276 schoolgirls abducted
in Chibok in 2014 by Boko Haram, 178 were members of EYN. After two years still more
than 200 are missing.
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Yet, in the face of terrorism, expulsion and kidnapping, CAMPI members, Muslims and
Christians, are steadfastly dialoguing and building peace together. The church still holds
on to their peace witness, the Muslim communities continue to reject a violent
interpretation of Qur’an.
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Pastor Kadala, one of the CAMPI representatives, said in his speach: “As a peace church
we fight violence with love and believe that this is the right path”.
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What a different response this is to what we all have seen happening after the so called
war on terror started. What a different response this is after the bombings in Paris and
Brussels. And what a different response this is to the indifference towards terrorist attacks
in so many other parts of the world.

EOEMZE LS TRID ) Z &1, 7ricxt L TRESEFEH L ToOERPY 267206 TEBN b~ EE
DENHY ET, NNV —DT Y 2 v/ TOT aREBRL T, (fERR2->TNWHZ LT
Lro, HAOZDEAT, 70U 2 MPAKEZ L 2 TRICERELTHD Z &b o2
RHEEFHTLE D,

Instead of asking questions quick decisions were being made. What about the root causes
of violence? What about the motives and more importantly the purpose behind these
violent crimes labeled terrorism?
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Terrorism is foremost a political statement and thus a political question which needs and
can be answered with political means. In asking questions about the structural violence
involved, like unjust economic system, corruption and gross exploitation of nature, racism,
cultural and religious imperialism, gender inequality, and nationalism, we do NOT sanction
violence, or even condone it. We do NOT take away the responsibility for deaths, injuries
of body and soul. They should be held responsible for their crimes in a court within our
democratic juridical system.
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These questions lead us to look at the whole picture. The quick decision to answer to
terrorism with use of military and bombing - and inevitably also bombing civilians as well
- is not an adequate answer to a complex situation. It is the desperate expression of an
ideology according to which more violence, more bombing, more use of drones, will
eventually lead to more peace and security.
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Actually, in the last decades it has become more and more obvious that “more of the same”
will not help.
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Gandhi said, that peace is not the absence of violence, but it is the presence of justice.
Presence of justice requires that we address the root causes of violence in meaningful and
acceptable ways for all parties involved. That implies that peace is a process, a way of
interacting and working on “right relationships”™ which are rooted in justice, equality,
being sensitive to the different cultures and offering participation for all stakeholders in
these processes.
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The past months have pointed us again to the insight that peace is not only equal to
justice but also linked to the question of how to organize shared security. The stream of
refugees arriving in Europe is again one indicator to take a look at the whole picture and
not select a self-centered view on the world.
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Too often security is used only in a narrow military sense and European politicians refer to
a Euro-centric idea according to which politicians, managers and tourists should be free to
move and feel secure wherever they may choose to travel.
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Again this is an issue where only one part of the situation is being considered. Striving for
security can only be fruitful, if it is pursued for all involved.
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Do Palestinian people feel secure in their own home? Do people in Pakistan feel secure in
the face of so many drone attacks killing “collaterally”? Do people in Nigeria feel secure
after weapons from Libya can be traded to their native home via Mali much easier after
the fall of Colonel Ghaddafi than any person may travel that same route? Do millions of
refugees feel secure on their journey or wherever they may arrive after fleeing conflict
and war in the first place?
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Safety is a basic need like food, water, housing, medical treatment. It needs to be
organized - and it has to be organized as a co-operative effort. It will never work only for
a small minority. And it can never be organized through military. On the contrary. The
more we try to rely on exercising power over other nations and regions of the world the
less secure we all will be.
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In my own European context one of the less celebrated positive experiences of the post-
WWII decades is the process of the “Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe” -
later Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). It represented a
process of deepening cooperation between ideological adversaries based on the
understanding that the ongoing arms race could not be sustained much longer.
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Not on economic grounds, not on security grounds - not in this small world we live in. The
global building up of an ever higher stockpile of weapons of mass destruction would end in
the annihilation of all — including the “good guys” (and everyone thought that they were
the “good guys”).
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The process was based on continuous dialogue regarding Human Rights, the Rule of Law
and economic cooperation. It drew on the acknowledgment that one can "t change the
other side - but that we have to walk together — an extra mile if necessary.
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Direct military confrontation was avoided (though not proxy wars). Civil society helped to
push their governments to participate in this political process and joined in by way of civil
diplomacy, direct contacts, building political, cultural, theological bridges across the
ideological divide.
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Today it seems we need this systematic political approach again. Then and today people
committed to nonviolence and reconciliation have a special role in this:
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- Challenging the short-cut military reactions of our governments to the political question
of terrorism
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- Urging international organizations and faith organizations to engage in developing and
refining tools of non-military interventions before, after and in conflicts
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- Continuing to develop and implement civil intervention in conflict, conflict resolution,
peacebuilding on all levels of education, research, and implementation, including societal
monitoring
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- Working against the renewed arms race going on — may it be renewal of the nuclear
stockpile (as the US is waging) or all arms research, production, trade and use
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- Working for the Right to Live in Peace
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- Working for justice between the different regions of the world and inside societies
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- Engaging between our different religious and non-religious traditions to use common
ground and bridge divides used for political reasons.
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And again and again reaching out to what is being labeled and maybe really is “the other
side” and engaging in collaboration for our shared future.
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As pacifists we are not naive nor are we above and beyond political reality. We continue to
engage in finding appropriate, sustainable and - if you like — robust answers to work for a
world were we can live together in just peace.
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We do have the vision that living together is indeed possible and that there are not just
common values which support us but also concrete tools which we can use and which we
do use. I just mention a few from the list of Glen Stassen 's “Just Peacemaking: Ten
practices for abolishing war™: #®@
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1) Supporting direct action, grassroots peacemaking groups on national and
international levels



RS Y OEZATE), SEN, [EERREMR TEIEEO TEORER) | 25L&

2) undertake independent initiatives to reduce threat
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3) . acknowledge responsibility for conflict, and reverse injustice;
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4) . advance human rights, religious liberty and participation on all levels - and more.
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*IFOR and IFOR branches like yours engage in all of this.
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IFOR continuous to be present and active at the UN level. We are rekindling our
relationship with the World Council of Churches. We reach out to other faith traditions and
non-religious organizations. Together with our Dutch branch IFOR has engaged in
developing a program for migrant youth in Europe to reflect living in different cultural,
religious and societal realities and challenge racism with nonviolent direct action and
hopes to expand this.
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You struggle within Japan to challenge the current government not to change Article 9, not
to engage in more military actions. Your struggle against the US military base in Okinawa
is part of our overall struggle to say NO to militarism and imperialism. Together with other
organizations we have been pushing the issue of a nuclear free world on the global agenda.
I am happy to be here with you and to learn more about the many ways Japan FOR has
successfully engaged in both to challenge and to build.
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This brings me back to the friends from Nigeria. Pastor Kadala who told us about their
struggle for peace and reconciliation: “"We fight violence with love and believe that this is
the right path”.
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This is “Love in Action” IFOR stands for, the guiding principle when we speak “truth to
power”. Let us be guided by this vision: when we state a NO to violence - to state our YES
as well: for life together, for a vision of a world without violence. This is what nourishes us
and sustains us in our long struggle.

ZO [ZORBMICEDFEE) 1T TSk 28HE] & L ThivbhKfmanBil 5 EARHE# T,
ZOBEBIZmNo THIAE L L 5, DIVOIUIEIICH IS TNO EHEG LET, [HITEESD
Lo . [ENCKE SN2V ZBRICEIT AR, SO YES EIGUEL X 9,
INZEDR, bbb AKRSBEO Z b bl BREVEWE X2, BRAMHT <D TLL I,

6



Information:

@

ZEGER

“Michael-Sattler-Peace Prize” - more information also in English see: www.michael-sattler-
friedenspreis.de/. Michael Sattler has been an early anabaptist who has sentenced to death in 1527.
He was instrumental in formulating anabaptist believes in what is called the ~ “Schleitheimer
Bekenntniss” where Anabaptists stated that they will refuse to defend themselves but rather

suffer for their believes.
2016 was the first time that an ecumenical peace prize committee was formed and | was happy to
serve on the committee.

See US homepage of Church of Brethren on partner church in Nigeria:
www.brethren.org/nigeriacrisis
¥ : Brethren, Mennonite, Friend (Quaker) (%, v 7 A% FOYf#Hz & LT
WS L7 OB A B 2 TabNTVET,

Gandhi quoted from: “Peace and Peacebuilding. Some European Perspectives” ,
Papers from the Quaker QCEA/QPSW/QUNO Conference, October 2006. quoted from

“Introduction,” Martina Weitsch. p.6

See: Stassen, Glen, ed.:  “Just peacemaking: Ten practices for abolishing war”
. Quoted from: Lacey, Paul: The unequal world we inhabit. Swarthmore Lecture 2010” p. 73
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